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JCPS Curriculum Map Support Lessons
Grade Level
Unit #
Lesson Title
Lesson
Summary
Focus
Standards

10th grade
Author: Jim Gilbert
Unit 4
Dialectical Journals and Rhetorical Analysis
Students will learn how to use a dialectical journal during a close reading of a text,
and use their journals to produce a rhetorical analysis
A5f – Analyze an author’s implicit and explicit argument, perspective, or viewpoint in
a text.
A6c – Locate important details and facts that support ideas, arguments, or inferences
in increasingly challenging texts, and substantiate analyses with textual examples that
may be in widely separated sections of the text or in other sources
B2d – Craft first and final drafts of responses to literature that organize an insightful
interpretation around several clear ideas, premises, or images and support judgments
with specific reference to the original texts and to other text or authors
B3a – Establish and develop a clear thesis statement for informational writing or a
clear plan or outline for narrative writing
B3b – Organize writing to create a coherent whole with effective, fully developed
paragraphs, similar ideas grouped together for unity, and paragraphs arranged in a
logical sequence
B3e – Write an introduction that engages the reader and a conclusion that
summarizes, extends or elaborates points or ideas in the writing

Text(s)

Speech handouts:
• The American Forests, John Muir
• The Four Freedoms, FDR
• The Perils of Indifference, Elie Wiesel
• Remarks to the U.N. 4th World Conference on Women Plenary Session, Hillary
Rodham Clinton
• Sylvanus Thayer Award Acceptance Address, General Douglas MacArthur
• Or other rhetorical speeches/essays
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches

Other
Resources

Dialectical journal sites:
http://www.pkwy.k12.mo.us/west/teachers/gerding/djs.pdf
http://www.everett.k12.ma.us/summer/docs/summerjournal.pdf
http://jackson.gpisd.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=gAfId6bWDr4%3D&tabid=4428

End of Lesson
Assessment

Students will write a seven paragraph rhetorical analysis that focuses on the rhetorical
devices within the speech.

This lesson is intended to help the teacher with implementing the Unit and standards. Teachers will need
to determine how to modify the lesson to incorporate elements of the CIF.
Because of the varying schedules, the length of a lesson may or may not fit your schedule. One “Day”
may not necessarily equal a class period. Teachers will need to adjust accordingly.
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Note: Before this lesson, students should have an elementary understanding of rhetoric appeals and
devices, specifically logos, ethos, pathos, refutation, style, tone, and diction.
Day 1: Introduction to Dialectical Journaling
Learning Targets (Quality Core)
I can identify an author’s implicit and explicit argument, perspective or point of view, even when it is
implicit.
I can locate details and facts that support ideas, arguments, or inferences in a text.
Suggested Activities /Formative Assessments Teaching Tips
1. Students silently read “The American
Forests.”
2. Teacher then goes over key points of the
essay and explains the historical
significance.
3. Discuss what argument Muir is making.
Why does he feel that saving the forests
is important? What are the benefits?
Who is his audience? What writing
style/tone is he using?
4. The teacher then goes over rhetorical
appeals and devices within the text.
5. In a Powerpoint or Smartboard file that
has two columns, lists at least five
rhetorical elements in the left-hand
column.
6. Then write comments about the
elements in the right-hand column.
7. Discuss a possible thesis for the analysis.
8. Choose quotes that would best back up
the thesis.
9. Review the use of a dialectical journal as
an analysis tool.

1. Tell the students that Muir wrote in a formal style,
so some of the words may be difficult. Have them
circle words they don’t know as they read.
2. The teacher should probably identify some of the
problematic words and explain them.
3. Ask students if they have ever been to a National
Forest, and whether they felt it is important to
preserve such land.
4. It might be a good idea to point to a handout on
rhetorical elements from a previous lesson.
5. It’s a good idea to identify the rhetorical elements
ahead of time and have them in the Powerpoint.
6. Once again, it is good to have the comments
available ahead of time. Suggested comments
might be:
• What language is being used? Is it
effective?
• What is Muir’s tone? Does it add to his
argument?
• Is this logos, pathos, or ethos? Is it
effective?
• Where does the author refute his
opposition? Is the refutation effective?
7. A possible wording for the thesis would be: “In this
essay, Muir uses (rhetorical element), (a different
rhetorical element), and (a different rhetorical
element) to successfully/unsuccessfully argue that
the forests need to be preserved.” The thesis
shouldn’t take a side in the argument. Instead, it
should focus on the success of the rhetoric.
8. Refer to the list of quotes on screen. Ask students
which quotes would be best support the thesis and
why.
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Day 2: Dialectical Journaling
Learning Targets
I can locate details and facts that support ideas, arguments, or inferences in a text.
I can write a clear thesis.
Suggested Activities /Formative Assessments Teaching Tips
1. Pass out copies of The Four Freedoms,
The Perils of Indifference, Remarks to the
U.N. 4th World Conference on Women
Plenary Session, and Sylvanus Thayer
Award Acceptance Address.
2. Review what a dialectical journal looks
like. Have students divide their journal
pages into two columns.
3. Have students read their assigned speech
silently to themselves. As they read have
them underline rhetorical elements, and
copy those quotes into their journals.
4. When the students are finished, direct
them to analyze the quote they picked
out. They should be looking at the
effectiveness of the rhetorical element.
Have them write down their responses in
the right hand column of their journals.
5. Toward the end of the period, have
students compose a thesis. Ask each
student to turn in their thesis as a closing
activity.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Make a copy for each student so they can mark on
the copies and make any notes. The speeches can
be passed out randomly, or the teacher could
assign the speech based upon the student’s reading
level. Other speeches can be found at the
American Rhetoric website.
Refer to your previous Powerpoint or create a
handout. If you don’t use journals in the class room
have the students write them down on paper, but
make sure they keep them in order.
Have the students write down the quotes first and
analyze them later. Walk around the room assisting
students as they read. It’s a good idea to have one
or two quotes from each speech that you have
already picked out in order to help students get
started.
Review your suggestions from yesterday:
• What language is being used? Is it
effective?
• What is the author’s tone? Does it add to
the argument?
• Is this logos, pathos, or ethos? Is it
effective?
• Where does the author refute his
opposition? Is the refutation effective?
Once again the thesis should refer to the
effectiveness of the rhetoric. Help any students
who struggle with the wording of their thesis.
Stress that the thesis should be clear. Have
students avoid the phrase “my thesis is. . . .”
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Day 3: Assign Rhetorical Analysis
Learning Targets
I can draft a response to literature that is an interpretation and/or judgment.
I can support my response with specific reference to the original text and to other texts or authors.
I can arrange my paragraphs in a logical sequence.
Suggested Activities /Formative Assessments Teaching Tips
1. Hand out the Structure of the Rhetorical
Analysis outline.
2. Explain to students that a rhetorical
analysis is a thesis/support structure.
3. Go over the structure of the paper.
Explain that the introduction will need
them to research information about the
author and the historical aspect of the
speech. Stress the placement of the
thesis.
4. Explain the structure of the supporting
paragraphs. Stress that each supporting
paragraph must back up the thesis.
5. Explain that the conclusion needs to
include a reworded thesis and wrap up
the paper.
6. Have the students start the first draft.
Explain that the finished first draft should
be brought to the next period. Remind
them to do their research for the outline.

1. Or make up your own outline. The number of
paragraphs is not necessarily important, but there
should at least be five (the good old five-paragraph
essay).
2. This is a good time to bring up other structures.
Part of the problem of teaching a rhetorical analysis
to sophomores is that they aren’t comfortable with
the format. As we move away from the old
Kentucky writing portfolio standards, there isn’t as
much narrative writing. Some students will feel
that you are attempting to take away the creative
or fun aspect of writing. It’s good to explain that
much of their college writing will center on the
thesis/support structure. This activity is taking their
writing to the “next level.”
3. The historical aspect of the speech is not important
to the thesis, but it is a good way to set the context
of the rhetorical analysis. Each of the speeches
from American Rhetoric has a historical
significance.
4. Each of the supporting paragraphs follow a pattern:
• The quote is introduced (where it occurs in the
text, the type of rhetorical element, etc.).
• The quote is given (longer quotes are separated
by ellipses).
• The rhetorical device in the quote is explained
• The quote’s effectiveness is critiqued.
It is important that the supporting paragraphs not
lose focus of the thesis. Students will invariably go
on a tangent while analyzing.
5. For those students who feel that the paper stifles
their creative side, tell them to have a creative
ending. A good analysis needs a powerful closing!
6. Have students to start their paper with their thesis
for the first paragraph and fill in the researched
elements for homework. Spend the bulk of the
remaining class time devoted to the drafting of the
supporting paragraphs.
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Day 4: First draft peer conferencing
Learning Targets
I can write effective, fully developed paragraphs.
I can write an introduction that will interest and engage my reader.
I can write an effective conclusion that summarizes, extends, or elaborates ideas.
Suggested Activities /Formative Assessments Teaching Tips
1.

Set up peer revision groups of four
students per group. Have each person in
the group read and comment on each
student’s paper.
2. Have students rewrite their drafts to be
turned in next class.

1. Walk around the room and keep students on task.
If you have a peer revision guide or check sheet, it
should be used. Give students a grade for having
their first draft today.

Day 5-6: Collect second drafts/assigned final draft
Learning Targets
Final drafts
Suggested Activities /Formative Assessments Teaching Tips
1.

Take up second drafts and grade them
based on the Kentucky Writing Rubric.
2. Assign final draft if necessary

1. Individually conference with students if you intend
for the paper to have a final draft. Reinforce
thesis/support structure as well as grammatical
concerns.
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The dialectical journal is a type of double-entry note-taking which students use while reading
literature. In the two columns students write notes that dialogue with one another, thereby
developing critical reading and reflective questioning.

http://www.sdcoe.net/score/actbank/tdia.htm
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Structure of the Rhetorical Analysis
The paper needs to be seven paragraphs long.
Introduction
•

First sentence – says something about the author (student to research)

•

Second and third sentences – introduces the speech (student to research)

•

Last sentence – your thesis

Supporting paragraphs (you need five of these)
•

Introduce your quote (explain where it exists in the speech/importance)

•

Give the quote (use quotation marks!)

•

Explain how the quote works as a rhetorical device

•

Explain the effectiveness/ineffectiveness of the quote

Conclusion
•

Restate your thesis

•

Wrap the paper up explaining why the speech works or doesn’t work as an argument
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The American Forests
By John Muir

Years after westward-moving settlers had felled and burned much of the country’s woodland, the
crusading naturalist John Muir urged Americans to safeguard the forests that remained. Spurred
in part by Muir, President Theodore Roosevelt launched a major conservation program, creating
the U.S. Forest Service in 1905 and preserving millions of acres of American wilderness.
The forests of America, however slighted by man, must have been a great delight to God; for
they were the best he ever planted. The whole continent was a garden, and from the beginning it
seemed to be favored above all the other wild parks and gardens of the globe. To prepare the
ground, it was rolled and sifted in seas with infinite loving deliberation and forethought, lifted
into the light, submerged and warmed over and over again, pressed and crumpled into folds and
ridges, mountains and hills, subsoiled with heaving volcanic fires, ploughed and ground and
sculptured into scenery and soil with glaciers and rivers,—every feature growing and changing
from beauty to beauty, higher and higher. And in the fullness of time it was planted in groves,
and belts, and broad, exuberant, mantling forests, with the largest, most varied, most fruitful, and
most beautiful trees in the world …
So [the forests] appeared a few centuries ago when they were rejoicing in wildness. The Indians
with stone axes could do them no more harm than could gnawing beavers and browsing moose.
Even the fires of the Indians and the fierce shattering lightning seemed to work together only for
good in clearing spots here and there for smooth garden prairies, and openings for sunflowers
seeking the light. But when the steel axe of the white man rang out in the startled air their doom
was sealed. Every tree heard the bodeful sound, and pillars of smoke gave the sign in the sky …
Many of nature’s five hundred kinds of wild trees had to make way for orchards and cornfields.
In the settlement and civilization of the country, bread more than timber or beauty was wanted;
and in the blindness of hunger, the early settlers, claiming Heaven as their guide, regarded God’s
trees as only a larger kind of pernicious weeds, extremely hard to get rid of. Accordingly, with
no eye to the future, these pious destroyers waged interminable forest wars; chips flew thick and
fast; trees in their beauty fell crashing by millions, smashed to confusion, and the smoke of their
burning has been rising to heaven more than two hundred years …
Surely, then, it should not be wondered at that lovers of their country, bewailing its baldness, are
now crying aloud, “Save what is left of the forests!” Clearing has surely now gone far enough;
soon timber will be scarce, and not a grove will be left to rest in or pray in …
So far our government has done nothing effective with its forests, though the best in the world,
but is like a rich and foolish spendthrift who has inherited a magnificent estate in perfect order,
and then has left his rich fields and meadows, forests and parks, to be sold and plundered and
wasted at will …
Any fool can destroy trees. They cannot run away; and if they could, they would still be
destroyed,—chased and hunted down as long as fun or a dollar could be got out of their bark
hides, branching horns, or magnificent bole backbones. Few that fell trees plant them; nor would
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planting avail much towards getting back anything like the noble primeval forests. During a
man’s life only saplings can be grown, in the place of the old trees—tens of centuries old—that
have been destroyed. It took more than three thousand years to make some of the trees in these
Western woods,—trees that are still standing in perfect strength and beauty, waving and singing
in the mighty forests of the Sierra. Through all the wonderful, eventful centuries since Christ’s
time—and long before that—God has cared for these trees, saved them from drought, disease,
avalanches, and a thousand straining, leveling tempests and floods; but he cannot save them from
fools,—only Uncle Sam can do that.
The Atlantic, August 1897
Volume 80, No. 478, pp. 145–157
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Franklin Delano Roosevelt
The Four Freedoms
delivered 6 January, 1941

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, members of the 77th Congress:
I address you, the members of this new Congress, at a moment unprecedented in the
history of the union. I use the word “unprecedented” because at no previous time has
American security been as seriously threatened from without as it is today.
Since the permanent formation of our government under the Constitution in 1789, most of
the periods of crisis in our history have related to our domestic affairs. And, fortunately,
only one of these -- the four-year war between the States -- ever threatened our national
unity. Today, thank God, 130,000,000 Americans in 48 States have forgotten points of the
compass in our national unity.
It is true that prior to 1914 the United States often has been disturbed by events in other
continents. We have even engaged in two wars with European nations and in a number of
undeclared wars in the West Indies, in the Mediterranean and in the Pacific, for the
maintenance of American rights and for the principles of peaceful commerce. But in no case
had a serious threat been raised against our national safety or our continued independence.
What I seek to convey is the historic truth that the United States as a nation has at all times
maintained opposition -- clear, definite opposition -- to any attempt to lock us in behind an
ancient Chinese wall while the procession of civilization went past. Today, thinking of our
children and of their children, we oppose enforced isolation for ourselves or for any other
part of the Americas.
That determination of ours, extending over all these years, was proved, for example, in the
early days during the quarter century of wars following the French Revolution. While the
Napoleonic struggles did threaten interests of the United States because of the French
foothold in the West Indies and in Louisiana, and while we engaged in the War of 1812 to
vindicate our right to peaceful trade, it is nevertheless clear that neither France nor Great
Britain nor any other nation was aiming at domination of the whole world.
And in like fashion, from 1815 to 1914 -- ninety-nine years -- no single war in Europe or in
Asia constituted a real threat against our future or against the future of any other American
nation.
Except in the Maximilian interlude in Mexico, no foreign power sought to establish itself in
this hemisphere. And the strength of the British fleet in the Atlantic has been a friendly
strength; it is still a friendly strength.
Even when the World War broke out in 1914, it seemed to contain only small threat of
danger to our own American future. But as time went on, as we remember, the American
people began to visualize what the downfall of democratic nations might mean to our own
democracy.
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We need not overemphasize imperfections in the peace of Versailles. We need not harp on
failure of the democracies to deal with problems of world reconstruction. We should
remember that the peace of 1919 was far less unjust than the kind of pacification which
began even before Munich, and which is being carried on under the new order of tyranny
that seeks to spread over every continent today. The American people have unalterably set
their faces against that tyranny.
I suppose that every realist knows that the democratic way of life is at this moment being
directly assailed in every part of the world -- assailed either by arms or by secret spreading
of poisonous propaganda by those who seek to destroy unity and promote discord in nations
that are still at peace. During 16 long months this assault has blotted out the whole pattern
of democratic life in an appalling number of independent nations, great and small. And the
assailants are still on the march, threatening other nations, great and small.
Therefore, as your President, performing my constitutional duty to "give to the Congress
information of the state of the union," I find it unhappily necessary to report that the future
and the safety of our country and of our democracy are overwhelmingly involved in events
far beyond our borders.
Armed defense of democratic existence is now being gallantly waged in four continents. If
that defense fails, all the population and all the resources of Europe and Asia, and Africa
and Austral-Asia will be dominated by conquerors. And let us remember that the total of
those populations in those four continents, the total of those populations and their resources
greatly exceed the sum total of the population and the resources of the whole of the
Western Hemisphere -- yes, many times over.
In times like these it is immature -- and, incidentally, untrue -- for anybody to brag that an
unprepared America, single-handed and with one hand tied behind its back, can hold off the
whole world.
No realistic American can expect from a dictator’s peace international generosity, or return
of true independence, or world disarmament, or freedom of expression, or freedom of
religion -- or even good business. Such a peace would bring no security for us or for our
neighbors. Those who would give up essential liberty to purchase a little temporary safety
deserve neither liberty nor safety.
As a nation we may take pride in the fact that we are soft-hearted; but we cannot afford to
be soft-headed. We must always be wary of those who with sounding brass and a tinkling
cymbal preach the "ism" of appeasement. We must especially beware of that small group of
selfish men who would clip the wings of the American eagle in order to feather their own
nests.
I have recently pointed out how quickly the tempo of modern warfare could bring into our
very midst the physical attack which we must eventually expect if the dictator nations win
this war.
There is much loose talk of our immunity from immediate and direct invasion from across
the seas. Obviously, as long as the British Navy retains its power, no such danger exists.
Even if there were no British Navy, it is not probable that any enemy would be stupid
enough to attack us by landing troops in the United States from across thousands of miles
of ocean, until it had acquired strategic bases from which to operate.
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But we learn much from the lessons of the past years in Europe -- particularly the lesson of
Norway, whose essential seaports were captured by treachery and surprise built up over a
series of years. The first phase of the invasion of this hemisphere would not be the landing
of regular troops. The necessary strategic points would be occupied by secret agents and by
their dupes -- and great numbers of them are already here and in Latin America. As long as
the aggressor nations maintain the offensive they, not we, will choose the time and the
place and the method of their attack.
And that is why the future of all the American Republics is today in serious danger. That is
why this annual message to the Congress is unique in our history. That is why every
member of the executive branch of the government and every member of the Congress face
great responsibility, great accountability. The need of the moment is that our actions and
our policy should be devoted primarily -- almost exclusively -- to meeting this foreign peril.
For all our domestic problems are now a part of the great emergency.
Just as our national policy in internal affairs has been based upon a decent respect for the
rights and the dignity of all our fellow men within our gates, so our national policy in foreign
affairs has been based on a decent respect for the rights and the dignity of all nations, large
and small. And the justice of morality must and will win in the end.
Our national policy is this:
First, by an impressive expression of the public will and without regard to partisanship, we
are committed to all-inclusive national defense.
Secondly, by an impressive expression of the public will and without regard to partisanship,
we are committed to full support of all those resolute people everywhere who are resisting
aggression and are thereby keeping war away from our hemisphere. By this support we
express our determination that the democratic cause shall prevail, and we strengthen the
defense and the security of our own nation.
Third, by an impressive expression of the public will and without regard to partisanship, we
are committed to the proposition that principles of morality and considerations for our own
security will never permit us to acquiesce in a peace dictated by aggressors and sponsored
by appeasers. We know that enduring peace cannot be bought at the cost of other people's
freedom.
In the recent national election there was no substantial difference between the two great
parties in respect to that national policy. No issue was fought out on this line before the
American electorate. And today it is abundantly evident that American citizens everywhere
are demanding and supporting speedy and complete action in recognition of obvious
danger.
Therefore, the immediate need is a swift and driving increase in our armament production.
Leaders of industry and labor have responded to our summons. Goals of speed have been
set. In some cases these goals are being reached ahead of time. In some cases we are on
schedule; in other cases there are slight but not serious delays. And in some cases -- and, I
am sorry to say, very important cases -- we are all concerned by the slowness of the
accomplishment of our plans.
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The Army and Navy, however, have made substantial progress during the past year. Actual
experience is improving and speeding up our methods of production with every passing day.
And today's best is not good enough for tomorrow.
I am not satisfied with the progress thus far made. The men in charge of the program
represent the best in training, in ability, and in patriotism. They are not satisfied with the
progress thus far made. None of us will be satisfied until the job is done.
No matter whether the original goal was set too high or too low, our objective is quicker and
better results.
To give you two illustrations:
We are behind schedule in turning out finished airplanes. We are working day and night to
solve the innumerable problems and to catch up.
We are ahead of schedule in building warships, but we are working to get even further
ahead of that schedule.
To change a whole nation from a basis of peacetime production of implements of peace to a
basis of wartime production of implements of war is no small task. And the greatest
difficulty comes at the beginning of the program, when new tools, new plant facilities, new
assembly lines, new shipways must first be constructed before the actual material begins to
flow steadily and speedily from them.
The Congress of course, must rightly keep itself informed at all times of the progress of the
program. However, there is certain information, as the Congress itself will readily recognize,
which, in the interests of our own security and those of the nations that we are supporting,
must of needs be kept in confidence.
New circumstances are constantly begetting new needs for our safety. I shall ask this
Congress for greatly increased new appropriations and authorizations to carry on what we
have begun.
I also ask this Congress for authority and for funds sufficient to manufacture additional
munitions and war supplies of many kinds, to be turned over to those nations which are
now in actual war with aggressor nations. Our most useful and immediate role is to act as
an arsenal for them as well as for ourselves. They do not need manpower, but they do need
billions of dollars’ worth of the weapons of defense.
The time is near when they will not be able to pay for them all in ready cash. We cannot,
and we will not, tell them that they must surrender merely because of present inability to
pay for the weapons which we know they must have.
I do not recommend that we make them a loan of dollars with which to pay for these
weapons -- a loan to be repaid in dollars. I recommend that we make it possible for those
nations to continue to obtain war materials in the United States, fitting their orders into our
own program. And nearly all of their material would, if the time ever came, be useful in our
own defense.
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Taking counsel of expert military and naval authorities, considering what is best for our own
security, we are free to decide how much should be kept here and how much should be sent
abroad to our friends who, by their determined and heroic resistance, are giving us time in
which to make ready our own defense.
For what we send abroad we shall be repaid, repaid within a reasonable time following the
close of hostilities, repaid in similar materials, or at our option in other goods of many kinds
which they can produce and which we need.
Let us say to the democracies: "We Americans are vitally concerned in your defense of
freedom. We are putting forth our energies, our resources, and our organizing powers to
give you the strength to regain and maintain a free world. We shall send you in everincreasing numbers, ships, planes, tanks, guns. That is our purpose and our pledge."
In fulfillment of this purpose we will not be intimidated by the threats of dictators that they
will regard as a breach of international law or as an act of war our aid to the democracies
which dare to resist their aggression. Such aid -- Such aid is not an act of war, even if a
dictator should unilaterally proclaim it so to be.
And when the dictators -- if the dictators -- are ready to make war upon us, they will not
wait for an act of war on our part.
They did not wait for Norway or Belgium or the Netherlands to commit an act of war. Their
only interest is in a new one-way international law, which lacks mutuality in its observance
and therefore becomes an instrument of oppression. The happiness of future generations of
Americans may well depend on how effective and how immediate we can make our aid felt.
No one can tell the exact character of the emergency situations that we may be called upon
to meet. The nation's hands must not be tied when the nation's life is in danger.
Yes, and we must prepare, all of us prepare, to make the sacrifices that the emergency -almost as serious as war itself -- demands. Whatever stands in the way of speed and
efficiency in defense, in defense preparations of any kind, must give way to the national
need.
A free nation has the right to expect full cooperation from all groups. A free nation has the
right to look to the leaders of business, of labor, and of agriculture to take the lead in
stimulating effort, not among other groups but within their own group.
The best way of dealing with the few slackers or trouble-makers in our midst is, first, to
shame them by patriotic example, and if that fails, to use the sovereignty of government to
save government.
As men do not live by bread alone, they do not fight by armaments alone. Those who man
our defenses and those behind them who build our defenses must have the stamina and the
courage which come from unshakable belief in the manner of life which they are defending.
The mighty action that we are calling for cannot be based on a disregard of all the things
worth fighting for.
The nation takes great satisfaction and much strength from the things which have been
done to make its people conscious of their individual stake in the preservation of democratic
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life in America. Those things have toughened the fiber of our people, have renewed their
faith and strengthened their devotion to the institutions we make ready to protect.
Certainly this is no time for any of us to stop thinking about the social and economic
problems which are the root cause of the social revolution which is today a supreme factor
in the world. For there is nothing mysterious about the foundations of a healthy and strong
democracy.
The basic things expected by our people of their political and economic systems are simple.
They are:
Equality of opportunity for youth and for others.
Jobs for those who can work.
Security for those who need it.
The ending of special privilege for the few.
The preservation of civil liberties for all.
The enjoyment -- The enjoyment of the fruits of scientific progress in a wider and constantly
rising standard of living.
These are the simple, the basic things that must never be lost sight of in the turmoil and
unbelievable complexity of our modern world. The inner and abiding strength of our
economic and political systems is dependent upon the degree to which they fulfill these
expectations.
Many subjects connected with our social economy call for immediate improvement. As
examples:
We should bring more citizens under the coverage of old-age pensions and unemployment
insurance.
We should widen the opportunities for adequate medical care.
We should plan a better system by which persons deserving or needing gainful employment
may obtain it.
I have called for personal sacrifice, and I am assured of the willingness of almost all
Americans to respond to that call. A part of the sacrifice means the payment of more money
in taxes. In my budget message I will recommend that a greater portion of this great
defense program be paid for from taxation than we are paying for today. No person should
try, or be allowed to get rich out of the program, and the principle of tax payments in
accordance with ability to pay should be constantly before our eyes to guide our legislation.
If the Congress maintains these principles the voters, putting patriotism ahead pocketbooks,
will give you their applause.
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In the future days, which we seek to make secure, we look forward to a world founded upon
four essential human freedoms.
The first is freedom of speech and expression -- everywhere in the world.
The second is freedom of every person to worship God in his own way -- everywhere in the
world.
The third is freedom from want, which, translated into world terms, means economic
understandings which will secure to every nation a healthy peacetime life for its inhabitants
-- everywhere in the world.
The fourth is freedom from fear, which, translated into world terms, means a world-wide
reduction of armaments to such a point and in such a thorough fashion that no nation will
be in a position to commit an act of physical aggression against any neighbor -- anywhere in
the world.
That is no vision of a distant millennium. It is a definite basis for a kind of world attainable
in our own time and generation. That kind of world is the very antithesis of the so-called
“new order” of tyranny which the dictators seek to create with the crash of a bomb.
To that new order we oppose the greater conception -- the moral order. A good society is
able to face schemes of world domination and foreign revolutions alike without fear.
Since the beginning of our American history we have been engaged in change, in a
perpetual, peaceful revolution, a revolution which goes on steadily, quietly, adjusting itself
to changing conditions without the concentration camp or the quicklime in the ditch. The
world order which we seek is the cooperation of free countries, working together in a
friendly, civilized society.
This nation has placed its destiny in the hands and heads and hearts of its millions of free
men and women, and its faith in freedom under the guidance of God. Freedom means the
supremacy of human rights everywhere. Our support goes to those who struggle to gain
those rights and keep them. Our strength is our unity of purpose.
To that high concept there can be no end save victory.

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/fdrthefourfreedoms.htm
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Elie Wiesel
The Perils of Indifference
Mr. President, Mrs. Clinton, members of Congress, Ambassador Holbrooke, Excellencies,
friends:
Fifty-four years ago to the day, a young Jewish boy from a small town in the Carpathian
Mountains woke up, not far from Goethe's beloved Weimar, in a place of eternal infamy
called Buchenwald. He was finally free, but there was no joy in his heart. He thought there
never would be again. Liberated a day earlier by American soldiers, he remembers their
rage at what they saw. And even if he lives to be a very old man, he will always be grateful
to them for that rage, and also for their compassion. Though he did not understand their
language, their eyes told him what he needed to know -- that they, too, would remember,
and bear witness.
And now, I stand before you, Mr. President -- Commander-in-Chief of the army that freed
me, and tens of thousands of others -- and I am filled with a profound and abiding gratitude
to the American people. "Gratitude" is a word that I cherish. Gratitude is what defines the
humanity of the human being. And I am grateful to you, Hillary, or Mrs. Clinton, for what
you said, and for what you are doing for children in the world, for the homeless, for the
victims of injustice, the victims of destiny and society. And I thank all of you for being here.
We are on the threshold of a new century, a new millennium. What will the legacy of this
vanishing century be? How will it be remembered in the new millennium? Surely it will be
judged, and judged severely, in both moral and metaphysical terms. These failures have
cast a dark shadow over humanity: two World Wars, countless civil wars, the senseless
chain of assassinations (Gandhi, the Kennedys, Martin Luther King, Sadat, Rabin),
bloodbaths in Cambodia and Algeria, India and Pakistan, Ireland and Rwanda, Eritrea and
Ethiopia, Sarajevo and Kosovo; the inhumanity in the gulag and the tragedy of Hiroshima.
And, on a different level, of course, Auschwitz and Treblinka. So much violence; so much
indifference.
What is indifference? Etymologically, the word means "no difference." A strange and
unnatural state in which the lines blur between light and darkness, dusk and dawn, crime
and punishment, cruelty and compassion, good and evil. What are its courses and
inescapable consequences? Is it a philosophy? Is there a philosophy of indifference
conceivable? Can one possibly view indifference as a virtue? Is it necessary at times to
practice it simply to keep one's sanity, live normally, enjoy a fine meal and a glass of wine,
as the world around us experiences harrowing upheavals?
Of course, indifference can be tempting -- more than that, seductive. It is so much easier to
look away from victims. It is so much easier to avoid such rude interruptions to our work,
our dreams, our hopes. It is, after all, awkward, troublesome, to be involved in another
person's pain and despair. Yet, for the person who is indifferent, his or her neighbor are of
no consequence. And, therefore, their lives are meaningless. Their hidden or even visible
anguish is of no interest. Indifference reduces the Other to an abstraction.
Over there, behind the black gates of Auschwitz, the most tragic of all prisoners were the
"Muselmanner," as they were called. Wrapped in their torn blankets, they would sit or lie on
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the ground, staring vacantly into space, unaware of who or where they were -- strangers to
their surroundings. They no longer felt pain, hunger, thirst. They feared nothing. They felt
nothing. They were dead and did not know it.
Rooted in our tradition, some of us felt that to be abandoned by humanity then was not the
ultimate. We felt that to be abandoned by God was worse than to be punished by Him.
Better an unjust God than an indifferent one. For us to be ignored by God was a harsher
punishment than to be a victim of His anger. Man can live far from God -- not outside God.
God is wherever we are. Even in suffering? Even in suffering.
In a way, to be indifferent to that suffering is what makes the human being inhuman.
Indifference, after all, is more dangerous than anger and hatred. Anger can at times be
creative. One writes a great poem, a great symphony. One does something special for the
sake of humanity because one is angry at the injustice that one witnesses. But indifference
is never creative. Even hatred at times may elicit a response. You fight it. You denounce it.
You disarm it.
Indifference elicits no response. Indifference is not a response. Indifference is not a
beginning; it is an end. And, therefore, indifference is always the friend of the enemy, for it
benefits the aggressor -- never his victim, whose pain is magnified when he or she feels
forgotten. The political prisoner in his cell, the hungry children, the homeless refugees -not to respond to their plight, not to relieve their solitude by offering them a spark of hope
is to exile them from human memory. And in denying their humanity, we betray our own.
Indifference, then, is not only a sin, it is a punishment.
And this is one of the most important lessons of this outgoing century's wide-ranging
experiments in good and evil.
In the place that I come from, society was composed of three simple categories: the killers,
the victims, and the bystanders. During the darkest of times, inside the ghettoes and death
camps -- and I'm glad that Mrs. Clinton mentioned that we are now commemorating that
event, that period, that we are now in the Days of Remembrance -- but then, we felt
abandoned, forgotten. All of us did.
And our only miserable consolation was that we believed that Auschwitz and Treblinka were
closely guarded secrets; that the leaders of the free world did not know what was going on
behind those black gates and barbed wire; that they had no knowledge of the war against
the Jews that Hitler's armies and their accomplices waged as part of the war against the
Allies. If they knew, we thought, surely those leaders would have moved heaven and earth
to intervene. They would have spoken out with great outrage and conviction. They would
have bombed the railways leading to Birkenau, just the railways, just once.
And now we knew, we learned, we discovered that the Pentagon knew, the State
Department knew. And the illustrious occupant of the White House then, who was a great
leader -- and I say it with some anguish and pain, because, today is exactly 54 years
marking his death -- Franklin Delano Roosevelt died on April the 12th, 1945. So he is very
much present to me and to us. No doubt, he was a great leader. He mobilized the American
people and the world, going into battle, bringing hundreds and thousands of valiant and
brave soldiers in America to fight fascism, to fight dictatorship, to fight Hitler. And so many
of the young people fell in battle. And, nevertheless, his image in Jewish history -- I must
say it -- his image in Jewish history is flawed.
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The depressing tale of the St. Louis is a case in point. Sixty years ago, its human cargo -nearly 1,000 Jews -- was turned back to Nazi Germany. And that happened after the
Kristallnacht, after the first state sponsored pogrom, with hundreds of Jewish shops
destroyed, synagogues burned, thousands of people put in concentration camps. And that
ship, which was already in the shores of the United States, was sent back. I don't
understand. Roosevelt was a good man, with a heart. He understood those who needed
help. Why didn't he allow these refugees to disembark? A thousand people -- in America,
the great country, the greatest democracy, the most generous of all new nations in modern
history. What happened? I don't understand. Why the indifference, on the highest level, to
the suffering of the victims?
But then, there were human beings who were sensitive to our tragedy. Those non-Jews,
those Christians, that we call the "Righteous Gentiles," whose selfless acts of heroism saved
the honor of their faith. Why were they so few? Why was there a greater effort to save SS
murderers after the war than to save their victims during the war? Why did some of
America's largest corporations continue to do business with Hitler's Germany until 1942? It
has been suggested, and it was documented, that the Wehrmacht could not have conducted
its invasion of France without oil obtained from American sources. How is one to explain
their indifference?
And yet, my friends, good things have also happened in this traumatic century: the defeat
of Nazism, the collapse of communism, the rebirth of Israel on its ancestral soil, the demise
of apartheid, Israel's peace treaty with Egypt, the peace accord in Ireland. And let us
remember the meeting, filled with drama and emotion, between Rabin and Arafat that you,
Mr. President, convened in this very place. I was here and I will never forget it.
And then, of course, the joint decision of the United States and NATO to intervene in Kosovo
and save those victims, those refugees, those who were uprooted by a man, whom I believe
that because of his crimes, should be charged with crimes against humanity.
But this time, the world was not silent. This time, we do respond. This time, we intervene.
Does it mean that we have learned from the past? Does it mean that society has changed?
Has the human being become less indifferent and more human? Have we really learned
from our experiences? Are we less insensitive to the plight of victims of ethnic cleansing and
other forms of injustices in places near and far? Is today's justified intervention in Kosovo,
led by you, Mr. President, a lasting warning that never again will the deportation, the
terrorization of children and their parents, be allowed anywhere in the world? Will it
discourage other dictators in other lands to do the same?
What about the children? Oh, we see them on television, we read about them in the papers,
and we do so with a broken heart. Their fate is always the most tragic, inevitably. When
adults wage war, children perish. We see their faces, their eyes. Do we hear their pleas? Do
we feel their pain, their agony? Every minute one of them dies of disease, violence, famine.
Some of them -- so many of them -- could be saved.
And so, once again, I think of the young Jewish boy from the Carpathian Mountains. He has
accompanied the old man I have become throughout these years of quest and struggle. And
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together we walk towards the new millennium, carried by profound fear and extraordinary
hope.

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/ewieselperilsofindifference.html

High School Literacy

2011-2012

Hillary Rodham Clinton
Remarks to the U.N. 4th World Conference on Women Plenary Session
delivered 5 September 1995, Beijing, China

Thank you very much, Gertrude Mongella, for your dedicated work that has brought us to
this point, distinguished delegates, and guests:
I would like to thank the Secretary General for inviting me to be part of this important
United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women. This is truly a celebration, a celebration
of the contributions women make in every aspect of life: in the home, on the job, in the
community, as mothers, wives, sisters, daughters, learners, workers, citizens, and leaders.
It is also a coming together, much the way women come together every day in every
country. We come together in fields and factories, in village markets and supermarkets, in
living rooms and board rooms. Whether it is while playing with our children in the park, or
washing clothes in a river, or taking a break at the office water cooler, we come together
and talk about our aspirations and concern. And time and again, our talk turns to our
children and our families. However different we may appear, there is far more that unites us
than divides us. We share a common future, and we are here to find common ground so
that we may help bring new dignity and respect to women and girls all over the world, and
in so doing bring new strength and stability to families as well.
By gathering in Beijing, we are focusing world attention on issues that matter most in our
lives -- the lives of women and their families: access to education, health care, jobs and
credit, the chance to enjoy basic legal and human rights and to participate fully in the
political life of our countries.
There are some who question the reason for this conference. Let them listen to the voices of
women in their homes, neighborhoods, and workplaces. There are some who wonder
whether the lives of women and girls matter to economic and political progress around the
globe. Let them look at the women gathered here and at Huairou -- the homemakers and
nurses, the teachers and lawyers, the policymakers and women who run their own
businesses. It is conferences like this that compel governments and peoples everywhere to
listen, look, and face the world’s most pressing problems. Wasn’t it after all -- after the
women’s conference in Nairobi ten years ago that the world focused for the first time on the
crisis of domestic violence?
Earlier today, I participated in a World Health Organization forum. In that forum, we talked
about ways that government officials, NGOs, and individual citizens are working to address
the health problems of women and girls. Tomorrow, I will attend a gathering of the United
Nations Development Fund for Women. There, the discussion will focus on local -- and
highly successful -- programs that give hard-working women access to credit so they can
improve their own lives and the lives of their families.
What we are learning around the world is that if women are healthy and educated, their
families will flourish. If women are free from violence, their families will flourish. If women
have a chance to work and earn as full and equal partners in society, their families will
flourish. And when families flourish, communities and nations do as well. That is why every
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woman, every man, every child, every family, and every nation on this planet does have a
stake in the discussion that takes place here.
Over the past 25 years, I have worked persistently on issues relating to women, children,
and families. Over the past two-and-a half years, I've had the opportunity to learn more
about the challenges facing women in my own country and around the world.
I have met new mothers in Indonesia, who come together regularly in their village to
discuss nutrition, family planning, and baby care. I have met working parents in Denmark
who talk about the comfort they feel in knowing that their children can be cared for in safe,
and nurturing after-school centers. I have met women in South Africa who helped lead the
struggle to end apartheid and are now helping to build a new democracy. I have met with
the leading women of my own hemisphere who are working every day to promote literacy
and better health care for children in their countries. I have met women in India and
Bangladesh who are taking out small loans to buy milk cows, or rickshaws, or thread in
order to create a livelihood for themselves and their families. I have met the doctors and
nurses in Belarus and Ukraine who are trying to keep children alive in the aftermath of
Chernobyl.
The great challenge of this conference is to give voice to women everywhere whose
experiences go unnoticed, whose words go unheard. Women comprise more than half the
world’s population, 70% of the world’s poor, and two-thirds of those who are not taught to
read and write. We are the primary caretakers for most of the world’s children and elderly.
Yet much of the work we do is not valued -- not by economists, not by historians, not by
popular culture, not by government leaders.
At this very moment, as we sit here, women around the world are giving birth, raising
children, cooking meals, washing clothes, cleaning houses, planting crops, working on
assembly lines, running companies, and running countries. Women also are dying from
diseases that should have been prevented or treated. They are watching their children
succumb to malnutrition caused by poverty and economic deprivation. They are being
denied the right to go to school by their own fathers and brothers. They are being forced
into prostitution, and they are being barred from the bank lending offices and banned from
the ballot box.
Those of us who have the opportunity to be here have the responsibility to speak for those
who could not. As an American, I want to speak for those women in my own country,
women who are raising children on the minimum wage, women who can’t afford health care
or child care, women whose lives are threatened by violence, including violence in their own
homes.
I want to speak up for mothers who are fighting for good schools, safe neighborhoods, clean
air, and clean airwaves; for older women, some of them widows, who find that, after raising
their families, their skills and life experiences are not valued in the marketplace; for women
who are working all night as nurses, hotel clerks, or fast food chefs so that they can be at
home during the day with their children; and for women everywhere who simply don’t have
time to do everything they are called upon to do each and every day.
Speaking to you today, I speak for them, just as each of us speaks for women around the
world who are denied the chance to go to school, or see a doctor, or own property, or have
a say about the direction of their lives, simply because they are women. The truth is that
most women around the world work both inside and outside the home, usually by necessity.
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We need to understand there is no one formula for how women should lead our lives. That
is why we must respect the choices that each woman makes for herself and her family.
Every woman deserves the chance to realize her own God-given potential. But we must
recognize that women will never gain full dignity until their human rights are respected and
protected.
Our goals for this conference, to strengthen families and societies by empowering women to
take greater control over their own destinies, cannot be fully achieved unless all
governments -- here and around the world -- accept their responsibility to protect and
promote internationally recognized human rights. The -- The international community has
long acknowledged and recently reaffirmed at Vienna that both women and men are entitled
to a range of protections and personal freedoms, from the right of personal security to the
right to determine freely the number and spacing of the children they bear. No one -- No
one should be forced to remain silent for fear of religious or political persecution, arrest,
abuse, or torture.
Tragically, women are most often the ones whose human rights are violated. Even now, in
the late 20th century, the rape of women continues to be used as an instrument of armed
conflict. Women and children make up a large majority of the world’s refugees. And when
women are excluded from the political process, they become even more vulnerable to
abuse. I believe that now, on the eve of a new millennium, it is time to break the silence. It
is time for us to say here in Beijing, and for the world to hear, that it is no longer acceptable
to discuss women’s rights as separate from human rights.
These abuses have continued because, for too long, the history of women has been a
history of silence. Even today, there are those who are trying to silence our words. But the
voices of this conference and of the women at Huairou must be heard loudly and clearly:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

It is a violation of human rights when babies are denied food, or drowned, or
suffocated, or their spines broken, simply because they are born girls.
It is a violation of human rights when women and girls are sold into the slavery of
prostitution for human greed -- and the kinds of reasons that are used to justify this
practice should no longer be tolerated.
It is a violation of human rights when women are doused with gasoline, set on fire,
and burned to death because their marriage dowries are deemed too small.
It is a violation of human rights when individual women are raped in their own
communities and when thousands of women are subjected to rape as a tactic or
prize of war.
It is a violation of human rights when a leading cause of death worldwide among
women ages 14 to 44 is the violence they are subjected to in their own homes by
their own relatives.
It is a violation of human rights when young girls are brutalized by the painful and
degrading practice of genital mutilation.
It is a violation of human rights when women are denied the right to plan their own
families, and that includes being forced to have abortions or being sterilized against
their will.

If there is one message that echoes forth from this conference, let it be that human rights
are women’s rights and women’s rights are human rights once and for all. Let us not forget
that among those rights are the right to speak freely -- and the right to be heard.
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Women must enjoy the rights to participate fully in the social and political lives of their
countries, if we want freedom and democracy to thrive and endure. It is indefensible that
many women in nongovernmental organizations who wished to participate in this conference
have not been able to attend -- or have been prohibited from fully taking part.
Let me be clear. Freedom means the right of people to assemble, organize, and debate
openly. It means respecting the views of those who may disagree with the views of their
governments. It means not taking citizens away from their loved ones and jailing them,
mistreating them, or denying them their freedom or dignity because of the peaceful
expression of their ideas and opinions.
In my country, we recently celebrated the 75th anniversary of Women’s Suffrage. It took
150 years after the signing of our Declaration of Independence for women to win the right
to vote. It took 72 years of organized struggle, before that happened, on the part of many
courageous women and men. It was one of America’s most divisive philosophical wars. But
it was a bloodless war. Suffrage was achieved without a shot being fired.
But we have also been reminded, in V-J Day observances last weekend, of the good that
comes when men and women join together to combat the forces of tyranny and to build a
better world. We have seen peace prevail in most places for a half century. We have
avoided another world war. But we have not solved older, deeply-rooted problems that
continue to diminish the potential of half the world’s population.
Now it is the time to act on behalf of women everywhere. If we take bold steps to better the
lives of women, we will be taking bold steps to better the lives of children and families too.
Families rely on mothers and wives for emotional support and care. Families rely on women
for labor in the home. And increasingly, everywhere, families rely on women for income
needed to raise healthy children and care for other relatives.
As long as discrimination and inequities remain so commonplace everywhere in the world,
as long as girls and women are valued less, fed less, fed last, overworked, underpaid, not
schooled, subjected to violence in and outside their homes -- the potential of the human
family to create a peaceful, prosperous world will not be realized.
Let -- Let this conference be our -- and the world’s -- call to action. Let us heed that call so
we can create a world in which every woman is treated with respect and dignity, every boy
and girl is loved and cared for equally, and every family has the hope of a strong and stable
future. That is the work before you. That is the work before all of us who have a vision of
the world we want to see -- for our children and our grandchildren.
The time is now. We must move beyond rhetoric. We must move beyond recognition of
problems to working together, to have the comment efforts to build that common ground
we hope to see.
God's blessing on you, your work, and all who will benefit from it.
Godspeed and thank you very much.

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/hillaryclintonbeijingspeech.htm
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General Douglas MacArthur
Sylvanus Thayer Award Acceptance Address
"Duty, Honor, Country"
General Westmoreland, General Grove, distinguished guests, and gentlemen of the Corps!
As I was leaving the hotel this morning, a doorman asked me, "Where are you bound for,
General?" And when I replied, "West Point," he remarked, "Beautiful place. Have you ever
been there before?"
No human being could fail to be deeply moved by such a tribute as this [Thayer Award].
Coming from a profession I have served so long, and a people I have loved so well, it fills
me with an emotion I cannot express. But this award is not intended primarily to honor a
personality, but to symbolize a great moral code -- the code of conduct and chivalry of
those who guard this beloved land of culture and ancient descent. That is the animation of
this medallion. For all eyes and for all time, it is an expression of the ethics of the American
soldier. That I should be integrated in this way with so noble an ideal arouses a sense of
pride and yet of humility which will be with me always
Duty, Honor, Country: Those three hallowed words reverently dictate what you ought to be,
what you can be, what you will be. They are your rallying points: to build courage when
courage seems to fail; to regain faith when there seems to be little cause for faith; to create
hope when hope becomes forlorn.
Unhappily, I possess neither that eloquence of diction, that poetry of imagination, nor that
brilliance of metaphor to tell you all that they mean.
The unbelievers will say they are but words, but a slogan, but a flamboyant phrase. Every
pedant, every demagogue, every cynic, every hypocrite, every troublemaker, and I am
sorry to say, some others of an entirely different character, will try to downgrade them even
to the extent of mockery and ridicule.
But these are some of the things they do. They build your basic character. They mold you
for your future roles as the custodians of the nation's defense. They make you strong
enough to know when you are weak, and brave enough to face yourself when you are
afraid. They teach you to be proud and unbending in honest failure, but humble and gentle
in success; not to substitute words for actions, not to seek the path of comfort, but to face
the stress and spur of difficulty and challenge; to learn to stand up in the storm but to have
compassion on those who fall; to master yourself before you seek to master others; to have
a heart that is clean, a goal that is high; to learn to laugh, yet never forget how to weep; to
reach into the future yet never neglect the past; to be serious yet never to take yourself too
seriously; to be modest so that you will remember the simplicity of true greatness, the open
mind of true wisdom, the meekness of true strength. They give you a temper of the will, a
quality of the imagination, a vigor of the emotions, a freshness of the deep springs of life, a
temperamental predominance of courage over timidity, of an appetite for adventure over
love of ease. They create in your heart the sense of wonder, the unfailing hope of what
next, and the joy and inspiration of life. They teach you in this way to be an officer and a
gentleman.
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And what sort of soldiers are those you are to lead? Are they reliable? Are they brave? Are
they capable of victory? Their story is known to all of you. It is the story of the American
man-at-arms. My estimate of him was formed on the battlefield many, many years ago, and
has never changed. I regarded him then as I regard him now -- as one of the world's
noblest figures, not only as one of the finest military characters, but also as one of the most
stainless. His name and fame are the birthright of every American citizen. In his youth and
strength, his love and loyalty, he gave all that mortality can give.
He needs no eulogy from me or from any other man. He has written his own history and
written it in red on his enemy's breast. But when I think of his patience under adversity, of
his courage under fire, and of his modesty in victory, I am filled with an emotion of
admiration I cannot put into words. He belongs to history as furnishing one of the greatest
examples of successful patriotism. He belongs to posterity as the instructor of future
generations in the principles of liberty and freedom. He belongs to the present, to us, by his
virtues and by his achievements. In 20 campaigns, on a hundred battlefields, around a
thousand campfires, I have witnessed that enduring fortitude, that patriotic self-abnegation,
and that invincible determination which have carved his statue in the hearts of his people.
From one end of the world to the other he has drained deep the chalice of courage.
As I listened to those songs [of the glee club], in memory's eye I could see those staggering
columns of the First World War, bending under soggy packs, on many a weary march from
dripping dusk to drizzling dawn, slogging ankle-deep through the mire of shell-shocked
roads, to form grimly for the attack, blue-lipped, covered with sludge and mud, chilled by
the wind and rain, driving home to their objective, and for many, to the judgment seat of
God.
I do not know the dignity of their birth, but I do know the glory of their death. They died
unquestioning, uncomplaining, with faith in their hearts, and on their lips the hope that we
would go on to victory. Always, for them: Duty, Honor, Country; always their blood and
sweat and tears, as we sought the way and the light and the truth.
And 20 years after, on the other side of the globe, again the filth of murky foxholes, the
stench of ghostly trenches, the slime of dripping dugouts; those boiling suns of relentless
heat, those torrential rains of devastating storms; the loneliness and utter desolation of
jungle trails; the bitterness of long separation from those they loved and cherished; the
deadly pestilence of tropical disease; the horror of stricken areas of war; their resolute and
determined defense, their swift and sure attack, their indomitable purpose, their complete
and decisive victory -- always victory. Always through the bloody haze of their last
reverberating shot, the vision of gaunt, ghastly men reverently following your password of:
Duty, Honor, Country.
The code which those words perpetuate embraces the highest moral laws and will stand the
test of any ethics or philosophies ever promulgated for the uplift of mankind. Its
requirements are for the things that are right, and its restraints are from the things that are
wrong.
The soldier, above all other men, is required to practice the greatest act of religious training
-- sacrifice.
In battle and in the face of danger and death, he discloses those divine attributes which his
Maker gave when he created man in his own image. No physical courage and no brute
instinct can take the place of the Divine help which alone can sustain him.
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However horrible the incidents of war may be, the soldier who is called upon to offer and to
give his life for his country is the noblest development of mankind.
You now face a new world -- a world of change. The thrust into outer space of the satellite,
spheres, and missiles mark the beginning of another epoch in the long story of mankind. In
the five or more billions of years the scientists tell us it has taken to form the earth, in the
three or more billion years of development of the human race, there has never been a more
abrupt or staggering evolution. We deal now not with things of this world alone, but with
the illimitable distances and as yet unfathomed mysteries of the universe. We are reaching
out for a new and boundless frontier.
We speak in strange terms: of harnessing the cosmic energy; of making winds and tides
work for us; of creating unheard synthetic materials to supplement or even replace our old
standard basics; to purify sea water for our drink; of mining ocean floors for new fields of
wealth and food; of disease preventatives to expand life into the hundreds of years; of
controlling the weather for a more equitable distribution of heat and cold, of rain and shine;
of space ships to the moon; of the primary target in war, no longer limited to the armed
forces of an enemy, but instead to include his civil populations; of ultimate conflict between
a united human race and the sinister forces of some other planetary galaxy; of such dreams
and fantasies as to make life the most exciting of all time.
And through all this welter of change and development, your mission remains fixed,
determined, inviolable: it is to win our wars.
Everything else in your professional career is but corollary to this vital dedication. All other
public purposes, all other public projects, all other public needs, great or small, will find
others for their accomplishment. But you are the ones who are trained to fight. Yours is the
profession of arms, the will to win, the sure knowledge that in war there is no substitute for
victory; that if you lose, the nation will be destroyed; that the very obsession of your public
service must be: Duty, Honor, Country.
Others will debate the controversial issues, national and international, which divide men's
minds; but serene, calm, aloof, you stand as the Nation's war-guardian, as its lifeguard
from the raging tides of international conflict, as its gladiator in the arena of battle. For a
century and a half you have defended, guarded, and protected its hallowed traditions of
liberty and freedom, of right and justice.
Let civilian voices argue the merits or demerits of our processes of government; whether
our strength is being sapped by deficit financing, indulged in too long, by federal
paternalism grown too mighty, by power groups grown too arrogant, by politics grown too
corrupt, by crime grown too rampant, by morals grown too low, by taxes grown too high, by
extremists grown too violent; whether our personal liberties are as thorough and complete
as they should be. These great national problems are not for your professional participation
or military solution. Your guidepost stands out like a ten-fold beacon in the night: Duty,
Honor, Country.
You are the leaven which binds together the entire fabric of our national system of defense.
From your ranks come the great captains who hold the nation's destiny in their hands the
moment the war tocsin sounds. The Long Gray Line has never failed us. Were you to do so,
a million ghosts in olive drab, in brown khaki, in blue and gray, would rise from their white
crosses thundering those magic words: Duty, Honor, Country.
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This does not mean that you are war mongers.
On the contrary, the soldier, above all other people, prays for peace, for he must suffer and
bear the deepest wounds and scars of war.
But always in our ears ring the ominous words of Plato, that wisest of all philosophers:
"Only the dead have seen the end of war."
The shadows are lengthening for me. The twilight is here. My days of old have vanished,
tone and tint. They have gone glimmering through the dreams of things that were. Their
memory is one of wondrous beauty, watered by tears, and coaxed and caressed by the
smiles of yesterday. I listen vainly, but with thirsty ears, for the witching melody of faint
bugles blowing reveille, of far drums beating the long roll. In my dreams I hear again the
crash of guns, the rattle of musketry, the strange, mournful mutter of the battlefield.
But in the evening of my memory, always I come back to West Point.
Always there echoes and re-echoes: Duty, Honor, Country.
Today marks my final roll call with you, but I want you to know that when I cross the river
my last conscious thoughts will be of The Corps, and The Corps, and The Corps.
I bid you farewell.

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/douglasmacarthurthayeraward.html

